The Passing of Palmerston
Lord John had become Earl Russell before the Schleswig-Holstein episode had entered upon its acutest phase. Something may be said about the other movements of our diplomacy during his second term at the Foreign Office. Four years after the re-settlement of the Near East by the Treaty of Paris, the fitness of Turkey for imperial independence was seen in the Syrian outbreak originating in the quarrels between the Maronites and the Druses, rival sects of degenerate Christians and degenerate Mohammedans.* In the retrospect of to-day this incident derives its chief interest and importance from its having afforded the earliest great opportunity for the display of his rare gifts as diplomatist and administrator to one of the brightest, most impressive and interesting figures in the diplomatic story of the Victorian age. The disturbance raised by the hill tribes of rural Syria spread to the towns. Moslem fanaticism wrecked European consulates, the Porte must be shown what to do, a convention of the Powers entrusted to France and England the restoration of order, on the basis of a protocol that no state sought territorial advantage or exclusive influence for itself. The British commissioner, Lord Dufferin, whose debut in diplomacy had been made when he accompanied Russell to the Vienna Conference, in 1855, heard from Lord Palmerston at his farewell interview the private opinion that the entire disturbance had been got up by the Emperor of the French in revenge for
* The religious faiths held by the insurrectionaries are obscure and debatable, what is alone certain about the Druses, according to one -expert, being that they were not Mussulmans. It seems equally certain that the Maronites were highly heterodox Christians.
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